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duty to safeguard the freedom of the individual.
India's elder statesman, Rajaji, left the Congress and started a
new movement, supposedly based on Gandhian principles, under
the name of Swatantra Party. The Swatantra Party strove to bring
together elements scattered over the country that were anti-Congress,
anti-Nehru, and anti-communist.
I believed that the emergence of the Swatantra Party was a
meaningful and important development. I thought that the lines
would be clearly drawn for a contest between rival social and
political ideologies and that the country would have an opportunity
to move towards solutions to several issues.
The leaders of the Swatantra Party were important and knowledge-
able persons. In its front ranks were men who had functioned in
the Congress as equals and rivals of Nehru. (I say this to bring out
the fact that they were men of real quality.) They commanded respect
in the international arena. Inside the country many wealthy men,
captains of industry, judges, lawyers, educationists, and even
scientists identified themselves with the principles of the Swatantra
Party and its intellectual leadership. They even had significant
strength in the very machinery of the government. Just as the Soviet
Union maintained relations with and reposed faith in Indian commu-
nists, the American government nurtured hopes and sympathy for the
Swatantra Party. In typical American language, the Swatantra
Party men proclaimed their determination to combat the communist
menace. They warned that dictatorial power of the government
was increasingly encroaching on the rights of individuals. That
was a sure sign of communism, they argued. Governmental inter-
ference with the rights of private business enterprise, they charged,
was disorganizing the national economy. With prophetic foresight,
they dubbed the government "permit-licence-corruption raj."
Their argument ran as follows: India is an agricultural country.
The government should assume responsibility for agricultural
progress, increased food production, and internal administration.
Responsibility for investment in industry, increased industrial
production, planning for industrial growth and the like should be left
entirely in the hands of private business and joint-stock companies.
Our efforts to develop indigenous engineering and technological
know-how are merely empty dreams, bloated desires that can never
be fulfilled. To obtain our requirements, we should maintain
friendly relations with Britain, America, France and other such